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certy a It has been meat that I possessed the sense of
and drink to hue to fool the cleverest The smoke of powder driftedpoIjcenianlnXeyYork Till yesterday across the flickering andmy face 33 a criminal was unknown

who was my valet In the old Horrible cried the girl
riayc I have to my dubs dined eyes
played billiards a tine comedy a flue The muster rogue and hlacomedy Tomorrow William and I salt were led out into thefor Europe Miss Hawthorne you wear and reluctantly followed I saw itone of the most exquisite rubles I hav nil now When Haggerty called upever seen Permit me to examine It central at club lieThe Klrl tore the ring tram her fln where tin last call had come fromKer nnd nun it on the table I and that it came from

MW OAT 7W

That subject Is taboo replied the world and when I told him I loved yot
God knows I meant H It Its one of
those Inexplicable things You say 1

have known only eight Hours 1
have known you always only 1 had not
met you What are eight hours What
In convention We two
lived a eight
Cant see that we have

To shoot a human being she
sobbed Her head felt against my
shoulder I do net believe she was
conscious of the feet And I did not
care a hang for conductor-

I patted her hand encouragingly It
had to be tene He was In a desperatepredicament and he would have shothad the detective oeen careless in his turn and he wouldnt haveaimed to maim either

What a horrible night It will hauntme as long as 1 live
I nothing and we did not speakagain till the first of the

flashed by us By this time hersobs had ceased
I know I havent done anything especially gallant tonight no mrescuing and all that They Just movedme around like a piece of stage scen

eryA smile flashed and was gone It wasn hopeful sign
But the results are the same You

have admitted to me that you are
neither engaged nor married Wntyou me approval

Cornstalk it seems si like
horrid dream You a brave

and what is bettor a sensible one firyou submitted to the inevitable rcitlithe best possible grace But you talkof love as readily as a hero In a popu
lar novel

I never go back said I It seems
Incredible doesnt It that I should de-
clare myself in this fashion Listen
For my part I believe that alt this was
written my Tomfoolery in Mouqulns
my and yours the two Iden-
tical cards the adventure from begin-
ning to

I should say the Fit be
out of the window that

ner la which you expressed year T
for the burglar awak

What I cried eagerly
Nothing It was merely a supposl

Art stilt the Capuchin or sim-
ply Mr

I hav1 taM aside alt masks ores
that which bides the heart

She cursed and looked me steadily
la ejrfis

said I
If took you approval what

In the world should I do with you n
trot suit needs

could return me said I laugh

she didnt
THE END

costar some linen and palm Never talk Thank you Miss
We watched the girl as she bathed you too Mr Cornstalk for

nd bandaged the wounded arm and the saving grace of humor If It were

ffort to rotxriy I am sorry Th
rsscal was a giiUanl beggar and I for

ne shouldnt have been sorry to see
Him get away There there Youre gut
the bravest tenderest sill In all this

J

TQ any man or Woman save William

made
a voce as though to nush back my
chair

I wouldnt do it sir warned Wil
Ham quietly

My muscle relaxed
Do not commit any rash action Mr

Cornstalk said tits girl smiling brave
Iv Into my eyes This gentleman
would not aupreciiite it

The master rogue picked up the tint
and rolled It lovingly about his

peautlful beautiful ho
Finest pigeonblood two U IseasJIy

worth a thousand 8hqI I the you my
pOlo t exchange for Jt humorouHly
The girl seamed to reply lie toot out
a little chamois bac and emulled t
contents on table How tijex
spat I l jsrlntlllatot glowed thoun
ands in the whitest of stones How
he ver hart sat fingers on them IB n
something I shall learn Arent
thfty Just beautiful he asked naively
tau you blame me for coveting

them He set the ruby on top of the
glittering hen It lay there like u
drop of blood Presently he It
up and presented it to the girl wno

him In astonishment 1 onlv
wanted to oak at It hft court
ou lv I like your grit as muon as

I admire your beauty Keep the tins
She slipped it mechanically over her

linger
But you my ilear Mr Cornstalk

hi cried turning hi shlnlns eye upon
rite while his flnaers deftly replaced
the coma in the bag

I hove Jewelry I replied toss
the cigarette

But you have sptnet11 lafinheJv
better I am rather observant In
1rlards curio show cuioiaaay ex
ititiltsil n wallet ti at wu simply rhea

to death with yellow burs
You have It 5fM Wilt you do me lf-
ihunorrsiretctiinjc out his slim whh
haut

I looketl at WinCim he nojusd-
Thore wasnt chance far
me U argue So I draw out my wailat
J extracted tho xwld biNs and made u
scat little packet of them It hurt
hurt like the deuco to uart with tHem

mo-
tion

there was a salty taste on my tongue

valets

wfe

learning Holly-
wood Jon he took his chance The
room was soon tilled with servants
and stable hands the pistol shot hav-
ing lured them from their beds The
wounded man wiuf very pale He wit
with his uninjured hand tightly clasp-
ed above the ragged wound and a

pool of blood slowly formed at
side on the floor But his

shone brightly
A basin of water and some linen

crtetJ the Irl toMorlarty And send
all these people away

To yer rooms Ivory one of ye
snapped Torlarty sweeping hands
Tla no place for ye be off H

hurried the servants out of room
and presently returned with a basin of

once or twice the patient smiled Hag
gerty looked on approvingly In
William eyes there brained
tle light of reverence It
cure to zee thin lovely ereutur
the part of the good Eatnarjiaij

here and there In her
gown Ah tender mercy I J knew
that come what might I hud strange
ly found he right woman the ono wo-
man

tqure a good little said
rogue his face and a

good woman is the lineal thing God
over pluoett upon earth Had I only

one lie turned Tvftlm lly
me Are you ensued to rzzrry this little woman

No
Surely you lave her

the girt MS f
But she never any sign tatshe heard She plnnttd the af

the bandage
what brought you to

aiikei Huggerty looking down tt UU
prisoner

The printer shrugged
Youve the making of a mar

In you tnt on Haggerty
What caused you to slip up

thief Rut I want to your pardon
for underestimating your cunning

It was all due to a chance shot at
the telephony

I kept you guessing
Merrily too My admiration Is

wholly yours sir returned Hagger
ty picking up the telephone exchange
book He and placed his lips to

transmitter calling a number
Hello Is this the chief of the Blank

shire police Yes Well this U Hnc-
gerty That Idea I hinted to you was
a mighty good one Prepare two strong
cells and have a doctor on hand What
Oh you will find your horse and car-
riage at Morlartys Goodby

My money was handed over to me
1 returned it to my wallet but without
any particular enthusiasm

Its a bad business William said
I

Its all In the game sir with a
look at Haggerty that expressed Inttn-
He hatred In our business we cant
afford to be careless

Or to talk too much supplemented
Its master smiling Talk my friend
rounds me up with a bullet in the arm
and H sojourn behind some walls

Haw-
thorne

possible I should like to glen Miss
Hawthorne the pick of the Jewels This
is sordid world

Y er carr Is coming shouted
rlarty tannins to the window

So the girl and I passed out of Hol-
lywood Inn leaving Jlajgerty with his
mysterious prisoners I cant reason It
rte even to thl day but I was genu-
inely Haggerty had arrived
upon the c ne For one
cnoitad the glamour of the
by tingeing It with blood And nn tn
way to tie I wondered what

the past what hxtf turned
him iato tKs hardy perilous path He

spoken of a woman perhaps that
was It They always behind good
wiIOBS and bed HolsiJbo

Ogee we were sorted 1n the

Jf her parr would brook It was only
the Qfi 0ral reaction hot the or
her t ars unnerved me

Ont err girl d nt I whispered
tkiti kT saiMl in mlflfi She made
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iCopyrlsht I The BobbaMerrlll Company

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS
has all through

Spanish and the mixup In China
mid who has resigned his commission to ac

the post of traveling aI6sman for fa
nivus m jt r car company beinc exceedingly

r 4 onr cTrnln chancen to read a notIce In
fociety column of an afternoon pspr

that the Bankahlre Hunt Club I to hold n
shanty masquerade dance Two packs of-
plajinjr curds have sent out as Invi-
tations Theso cards are to b hon at

together with 10 The scheme p-

as to him and decides to attend
dinner In a downtown restaurant he sn 3

out a pack of cards and choose at ran
dom of hearts A decidedly pretty
girl dmin opposite him the companion

elderly gentleman becomes Interested In
Ills card shuffling nd a short unconve-

ntional conversation results While purchas-
ing a domino after dinner air hero
the of hearts which to unduly
Interest another shopper In ti little
tore lie takes the train for Ulankshlte

he apiln meets the man whom h
had startled with the ten of heart HI
ten of hearts Is accepted at the club when

Joins t the reveler one of whom dresseJ-
us Caecart he playfully hails with que
tjon Shall I beware the Idea of March
He Is somewhat startled when the pseudo
Homan Yeplles Nay beware the ten of
hearts As a relief from the gloomy Caesar
he meets a charming masketi gin with whom
he flirts violently until his pleasant evening
Is suddenly marred by ovcrhcarlnc a stat

that the management has sent for
the police aid will make all guests Identify
their curds of Invitation as it has been dip

that thief Is among the guests
and S10COO worth of Jewelry stolen
man and the girl escape to the cellar whets
after About searching for an avenue
to liberty they confronted by a burglar
la predicament as themselves

In an effort to make their escape the man
and girl stumbie against door which
opens Into the ballroom They are promptly
seized as burglars the being Ute
person who had worn the makeup of
It develops after his escape from the room
that the latter Is th real burglar Heartily
weary niter their adventures the capuchin
accompanied by the blue domino repair to

depot where they are at supper while
waiting for the train back to the city

CHAPTER Vn Continued
And what might this mystery be

she asked The whereabouts of the
bogus Haggerty-

TThe bogus Haggerty will never
cross our paths again He has skipped
by tho light of the moon No thats
not the mystery Why did you tell me
you an Impostor why did you go
to the cellars with me when all the
while you were at the ball on Mrs
HyphenBonds invitation

She leaned on her elbow anil smiled
it me humorously

Would you really like to know
Sfgnor Well I was an Impostor Sh s

sat with her back to the fire and a
weird halo of light seemed to sur
round her And frame her Mrs Hy
plienBonds accidentally dropped that
invitation my studio a few Maya

she sailed for Europe I simply
could not resist the temptation That
Is all the mystery there

they still thlhk you
there rightfully

You are no longer mystified
Yes therq is yet another mystery

to solve myself I knew It Without
rhyme or Benson I in love anti

rbytrae or reason I was glad
of It

Shall ydu ever be able to solve
sUcl a mystery quizzically

lt all depends upon you
Cornstalk you will not mar

xqulSltp humor of bur ndveitur-
eby causing me any nnQyahee I am
sure tiatflOm day we shall be very
good friends But one do not talk of
lute on ei lit
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sldcs you would be taking advantage
of my helplessness for I really de-
pend upon you to see me safe bank to

Is only rornanj theadventure and such moonlight nights
often superinduce jf ntlm ntajity
What do you know of me Nothing
What do I know of you Nothing
save that there Is a kindred spirit
which is always likely to lead us into
trouble Down In heart you know
you are only temporarily affected by
moonshine Come make me a toast

lifting her cup
You aro right aid L I am a

gentleman But it was only consistent
that having been the fool I should
now play the ass Heres and I held
up my cup

But neither of us drank
wasnt time

For the door opened quietly and In
walked the two men we had
upon entering the Inn One of them
gently closed the door snd locked Ir

In soiled everyday clothes
the other in immaculate evening
dress The latter doffed his opera hat
wtth the most engaging smile imagi-
nable The girl and I looked up at
him In blank bewilderment and

cups down so mechanically that
the warm amber liquid spattered on
the tablecloth

Galloping Dick and the in
spector of the cellars stood before us

The unexpected always happens
began the pseudodetective closing his
hat drawing off his gloves and a tuft-
ing them into a pocket As a
of mine used to say it unexpect-
ed that always surprises us We never
expected to see these charming mas-
queraders again did we William

Xo sir said William grinning af-
fably we didnt The gentleman was
very nice and obliging to me sir
when I in the cellars

So I understand Now continued
the late Sir Haggerty with the dead
ly affability of a Macaire I beg of
you Mr Cornstalk I beg of you not
to move or to betorne unduly excited
Physicians tell us that excitement
wastes the red corpuscles that Is to
say the life of the blood

Your blood sir must be very thin
I returned coolly But I cursed him
soundly In my mind Williams bulg-
ing sldepocjtet convinced that any
undue excitement on my part would
be exceedingly dangerous

Vrllllam you can always tell a
said the chief rogUe ad

nilrlnsly A gentleman always recog-
nises ids opportunities and never loses
his sense of the balance of things

And he la usually witty too sir
vVlllljjm assented

The girl sat palo and rigid In her
chairWhat

do you want I demanded
savagely

For one thing I should like to
the propriety of a gentlemans

sitting down to dine with a lady with
out having washed his face The coal
dust does not add to your manly
beauty You havent a cafccf of
about you William have you

No sir Williams fuce expressed
Indescribable enjoyment of tTe aeeao

The girls mouth stiffened She was
struggling to reprtsi the almost Ir

femlle that tickled her
In times like these saM deter

mln not to be outdone wothoughtless In regard to our personalcpccaiaatc I of clct Isc t9 tlc HiIy
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Fine fine I sincerely admire you
Mr Cornstalk You have
spirit of adventure WH
llam ii

certainly lias air
Comes to a private ball without

Invitation and has a merry time of
indeed To have the perfect sense
humor that is what makes the world
so round

Arent you taking exUa riskn of-
fering me these pieftsanjyieji t asked

Risks In what niAnqer
The man you c

itcd is at the dub f do tot
whit prompted me to put him on lib
guard

The rogue laughed lightly I know
Jtr Haggertys habits He U hu
back to New York as fait ai ran
He ten jjinute In
patrol licketyclip lie wishes to
all pawnbrokers and jawSlers to lie on
the lookout for me Ten
thousand in a night JpriaJly

A very tidy aum sir WllUanv
A of which to you my

good and faithful friend
Thank sir replied

Two cooler iogues I never sh to
meetBut wouFdn Jt be has-
ten

We iefity of time now my

not entered this
said thpgirlt her terror slipping from
her simply to offer these banalities
What do you wish

What perspicacity William cried
the rogue taking out a cigarette case

I dont know what that word means
sir but as you do it seems to fit the
occasion proper enough

It that charm-
Ing young lardy scents visit from
afar

1 had a suspicion sir that ft might
mean that William leaned against
the wall his beady eyes twinkling
rilyThe master rogue lighted a cigarette
at one of the candles

Pardon ri he said but will you
join me proffering the handsome
gold

1 took a and fired It I
really It I would up
well before this girl if I died for it I
blew A cloud of smoke at the
fame There a sparJoe or admira-
tion In

Mr Cornstalk respect for you
Increases acn The rogue
sat down

to whom might this handsome
case belong 1 asked examining it
closely

Oh that has always been mine
There was Urn blowing rlnjss at
the candelabrum when I was resbecs
ed like yourself rich after A

and a trusted friend how
ofea tumble down our beautiful

Yes i am a scamp a thief arogue but because I need theihqriev No with retrosocctlve eyes
I need excitement tremendous and

qontlruqus t6 keep my
lance nnd Invention active day andnight excitement to obliterate
err

But we cant da It my friend we
Jo It Memory Is always with

Jnnn itnunrtlrtl Nemesis ahe-
otH the aicos pf the righteous and tne

Tb obliterate memory
1 It Mnti might I
oblltenitlonf save In this Ufi

i 1 have given Hag
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flame WRJIam Isnt he Most men

would tints flunc the wallet at my

M Have zome allver In change
Hjrzestcd with some bitterness

stir that I should touch sil-
ver he said geheroiisty this

Besides you wl somtf
thins to pay for this little supper and
thv faro back to Now York My bUlldisappeared his pocket You will
observe that I you Imnlldlly I
h cnt oven coupled the money

Willhim snlecarea
And Is there anything further I

tliQUlred The comedy wds berlnnlns
to weary me It was ontstde

4 am in no particular hurry the
rosue answered his sardonic smile ro
urhin It is so long since I have

chatted with people of my kind
I scowled

Pardon m I meant from a social
t olnt of niy I admit we woul
not be e iuals in the eje of tile Pres

And folloeil a scene that
mln s the to this da of broken
fantastic dfeiftrn a fRtcment froth
bewrtaerlna rifchtmttr

For suddenly I saw his eyes widen
and flash witn eager and
skin Quick as a passing aunshadowAhis hand swept the candelabrum
the table He made a backwa tspring toward the door but he was
a little too late The darkness he had
created not intense enough for
there was still the rudely glow from

j the logs and bosom of his dress
shirt made a tIne target Be ae theeyes that had peered into the window
wer J accustomed to the night

Blang The gloss of the window
shivered and Jingled to the floor and
a sharp report followed The rogue
cried out fierce anguish and reeled
against the wall William whipped
out his revolver but from his
favorable angle he was not quick

The hand that had directed
tine first bullet was ready to direct the
second

All this took place within the count
of ten The girl and I sat stiffly in
our chairs as if petrified It was all
so swiftly accomplished

Drop it said il cold authoritative
voice and I saw the rogue outlines of
Huggertys beyond the broken
window pane

William knew better than to lied
tate Ills revolver struck the floor
dully and a cur e rolled from his
Ups Immediately a henry body pre
clpltat d Itself against the door
which inward and an officer
fearlessly entered a revolver in ea rh
hand This tableau which lasted fully
n minute was finally disturbed the
entrance of Haggerty himself

Dont be alarmed Miss be
heartily its all over Im sorry

bullet but It had to be done The
rascal has nothing mbre serious tian
a splintered bone I am a dead
A fine night triumphantly
been n long chase and I never was
sure of the finish Youre the clever
est rogue It hat been my good fortune

this many a day I ilont ogee
khoV who you are yet Well well
will round that In time

Not till the candles again sputtered
light and William was securely

handcuffed and did I rccu
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